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On Tuesday, Oct. 11, Congressman Jo-
seph Crowley presented City Island Civic 
Association President Frank Fitts with a 
check for $14,000 to support a volunteer-run 
community-watch program on City Island. 
The funding, which is part of a $100,000 
anti-crime package for the Seventh District, 
was secured by Congressman Crowley as a 
part of the Commerce-Justice-State Appro-
priations Bill, which was recently signed 
into law.
 “As the son of a police offi cer,” said 
Mr. Crowley, “I know what it takes to keep 
a community safe and I am pleased to an-
nounce funding for anti-crime and quality of 
life programs here on City Island. I want to 
commend the efforts of the City Island Civic 
Association and the ongoing hard work of 
the offi cers at the 45th Precinct. Together 
they will continue to make this community 
and the neighborhoods in City Island some 
of the best in the city.”
 The funds will be used to develop and 

implement a community-watch program in 
an effort to prevent crime. The program will 
supplement the work of the 45th Precinct by 
utilizing community volunteers to patrol the 
streets and neighborhoods. 
 “We are incredibly grateful to Congress-
man Crowley and his efforts to help keep this 
community safe,” Mr. Fitts said. “He has al-
ways been there for the needs of City Island. 
I look forward to working with my friends 
in the Civic Association as we put together a 
program that will hopefully serve as a model 
for other  Bronx communities.” 
 Congressman Crowley has continually 
shown a commitment to delivering funding 
and essential resources to the City Island 
community. He cut through bureaucratic 
red tape to make sure that Pilot Cove Man-
or secured the appropriate permits to build 
its pier, and he was responsible for bring-
ing over $2.2 million into the Community 
School District 11 to improve local educa-
tional facilities and programs.

Crowley Provides Funding
To Help Fight Crime on City Island

By JANE PROTZMAN
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Congressman John Crowley (center) presented a check for $14,000 to Frank Fitts 
(right), president of the City Island Civic Association, to support a crime-prevention 
program. The presentation, also attended by James Vacca, district manager of Com-
munity Board 10, took place at Pilot Cove Manor on Tuesday, Oct. 11, 2005.

Photos by BARBARA DOLENSEK

The handsome new façade of the City Island Market bears little resemblance to the 
old Raymond Theater that it was years ago.

Frankie Scavello gets merchandise 
ready to sell at the new market.

Paul Scavello checks the tempera-
ture of the new freezer cases.

Gabe Scavello is delighted to be re-
opening the market at last.

After many months of work, the City 
Island Market has fi nally reopened, but it 
bears very little resemblance to the market 
it once was. Owner Gabe Scavello closed 
the market in December 2004 in order to 
make some improvements, but he had no 
idea what a huge project he had taken on. 
Now, however, he is delighted to announce 
the arrival of City Island’s fi rst real super-
market, complete with automatic doors, 
computer-driven registers, an ATM and a 
full-scale catering business.
 For 10 years, the store was run like a 
small grocery by Barbara and Billy Rim, 
who had a long-term lease with Gabe and 
were responsible for maintaining and in-
suring the building. Although they worked 
hard, the Rims did not keep the building—
originally a movie theater—in good repair, 
according to Gabe, so the renovation had to 
become a full-scale overhaul. 
 The basement was completely exca-
vated and doubled in size, and there is now 
enough storage space to enable Gabe to buy 
in bulk and keep prices low and competitive 
with other major supermarkets. The second 
fl oor now accommodates offi ces and a ca-
tering kitchen, where chefs will prepare hot 
and cold dishes for special orders. 
 More important from the point of view 
of customers, the fi rst fl oor has now been 
opened up, the roof completely rebuilt and 
the fl oors evened out, so that it will be far 
more comfortable and convenient for shop-
pers.  

 Gabe Scavello will run the business 
himself, along with members of his fam-
ily, including brother Frankie, son Paul and 
daughter Rosemarie. “We can’t wait to see 
our old friends who were always loyal sup-
porters of the market,” he told The Current. 
“We are offering a full line of merchandise, 
fresh prime meats, a full-time butcher and a 
full kitchen with homemade hot foods pre-
pared fresh every day, including a brand-

The IGA is Back in Business!
By BARBARA DOLENSEK

new rotisserie for barbecued chickens.”
 He admits that it took far longer to re-
open the store than he anticipated. He was 
left with unpaid bills and no insurance, 
plus a rotted-out roof whose beams had to 
be replaced. And then, just as he was on 
the home stretch, Con Edison mismarked 
the location of a gas pipe, so that the sewer 
contractor inadvertently broke the gas line, 
and later left the gas valve shut so that part 
of the new sidewalk had to be broken up to 
fi x the problem. And to make matters even 
worse, during the installation of the sewer 
line, the pipes were not attached properly 
at fi rst, so that hundreds of gallons of water 
fl ooded the new basement. 
 But all that is in the past and quickly 
forgotten, says Gabe. “There have been a 
lot of changes on City Island during the 
past 11 years, but the strong sense of com-
munity and togetherness is what makes it a 
truly special place. We hope the people of 
City Island support our new store. There is 
no parking, which is a drawback, but we 
offer free delivery service. If your readers 
or any of our customers have more sug-

gestions, we will look forward to hearing 
them.”



The Island Current November 2005ber 2005ber

CONTRIBUTING EDITOR: Sara S. McPherson
COPY EDITOR/WRITER: Barbara Dolensek
ART EDITOR: Marguerite Chadwick-Juner

THE ISLAND CURRENT
P.O. Box 6
City Island, N.Y. 10464

Editorial Office: 718-885-0760
Display Advertising: 718-885-0984

or: margci@aol.com
Subscriptions: 718-885-9268

EDITOR: Karen Rauhauser Nani
DISTRIBUTION: Emily Leni

SUBSCRIPTION: Rose Kolb
ADVERTISING MANAGERS: Joan Ramftl, Margaret Lenz 

BUSINESS MANAGER: Judith Rauh

STAFF: Bernard Witlieb, Dr. Fred Hess, Bill Clancy, Maria Swieciki, Cheryl Koller, Ed Heben, Marsha 
Treiber, Jane Muller, Jane Protzman, Bill Stuttig, Tom Smith, Virginia Dannegger, Alice Rotello, Nancy 
Lotrionte, Maria Sutherland, John Sheridan, Teresa Teto.
PHOTOGRAPHY: Rick DeWitt.
CONTRIBUTING ARTISTS: Russell Schaller Sr., Stephanie Ribaudo, Melissa Koller, Marge McNulty, 
Lorraine Nicoletti. Masthead and special artwork by the late Theodore J. Mazaika.

Typeset by Marguerite Chadwick-Juner, Witworks Studio Graphic Design, 33 Earley Street, City Island, N.Y. 10464
Printed by Hi-Speed Printing Co., 1123 Worthen Street, Bronx, N.Y. 10474
The Island Current (USPS 114-590) is published monthly except for January and August by the Island Current Inc., a 
not-for-profit organization. Subscription rate, $10.00 per year. Single copies, $1.00. All subscriptions, editorial, advertis-
ing and other correspondence must be mailed to: The Island Current, P.O. Box 6, City Island, Bronx, NY 10464. Display 
advertising deadline is the 10th of the month preceding publication, call 885-0984  or 885-0760. Copyright 2005 by The 
Island Current, Inc., 724 King Ave., City Island, Bronx, NY 10464. All rights reserved. 
SECOND CLASS POSTAGE PAID AT BRONX, NY.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Island Current, P.O. Box 6, City Island, NY 10464.

BLOOD DRIVE: The Bronx Masons will hold a Blood Drive on Tuesday, Nov. 8, 
between 4 and 8 p.m. at Trinity United Methodist Church, 113 Bay Street and City Island 
Avenue. Almost anyone from the ages of 17 to 75 weighing a minimum of 110 pounds and in 
good general health can be a blood donor. Photo or signature ID and Social Security number are 
required at the time of donation. For more information, call Scott Meyer at 718-885-0374. 
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CHRISTMAS FAIRS EVERYWHERE! Mark Saturday, Dec. 3, on your 
calendar for Christmas fair-hopping. Grace Episcopal Church, on City Island Avenue at Pilot 
Street, will hold its Christmas fair, featuring home-made crafts and baked goods, from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. And Trinity United Methodist Church, 113 Bay Street, will hold the second day of its 
Christmas fair from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. (The first day of their fair is Friday, Dec. 2, from 2 to 8 
p.m.) .

CALLING ALL ARTISTS: Be part of the 18th annual City Island Art Exhibi-
tion at Focal Point Gallery, 321 City Island Avenue. If you are an artist 18 years or older, start 
bringing your artwork now to the gallery. For further information, stop by or call 718-885-1403. 
Space is limited, so please be early. The deadline to get work to the gallery is Nov. 24. There 
is a $15 hanging fee per piece, and the gallery will accept only work (chosen by the artist) that 
is ready to hang and reasonable in size. The gallery will keep 30 percent of the sale price if 
the piece sells; works that are not for sale (NFS) may also be entered. The gallery will not be 
responsible for shipping work back; it must be picked up by the artist at the end of the exhi-
bition. Last year 90 artists filled the Focal Point Gallery with paintings, etchings, drawings, 
photography, stained glass, sculpture, pottery, weaving and more. This year the exhibition will 
mark the gallery’s 31st year on City Island, so get your art together and be part of this year’s gala 
Christmas Exhibition, which opens Dec. 2 and runs through the 31st, with an opening reception 
for the artists on Friday, Dec. 2, at 7:30 p.m.

PAMPERED CHEF SHOW: Grace Episcopal Church plans to hold a show 
of Pampered Chef products and recipes on Sunday, Nov. 6, at 12 noon. Brenda Prohaska will 
prepare some dishes and demonstrate the use of the products available for sale. All proceeds 
from this event will support the mission of Grace Church, and everyone is invited to attend. For 
information, call 718-885-1080.

RAPUNZEL: The Bronx Arts Ensemble and the Lehman Children’s Theater Company 
will present a musical version of the fairy tale “Rapunzel,” on Sunday, Nov. 20, at 2 p.m. at the 
Lovinger Theatre at Lehman College, 250 Bedford Park Boulevard West. The prince must over-
come a wicked witch to rescue Rapunzel from her tower prison. Tickets are $7 each. For tickets 
and information, call 718-601-7399 or visit the Web site www.Bronxartsensemble.org. 

Now that New York City is not going to 
host the 2012 Olympic Games, plans for the 
sound-abatement barriers at the Rodman’s 
Neck Firing Range in Pelham Bay Park are 
back on the drawing board, as promised 10 
years ago.
 The noise created by the range, which 
was deemed excessive by Cerami Associ-
ates in 1995, has annoyed residents of City 
Island and neighboring communities for 
many years. When New York State passed 
legislation giving the park land to the New 
York City Police Department in 1993, local 
elected offi cials persuaded the city to limit 
the hours for target practice and to build 
sound-abatement barriers. Although $1.5 
million was put in the capital budget in 1998 
for the purpose, effective barriers were not 
constructed and the project was set aside af-
ter Sept. 11, 2001.
 Although the Mayor has made the re-
duction of excessive noise an issue for his 
administration, noise from the range has not 

been considered subject to the law. The plans 
that he sponsored for the 2012 Olympics, 
however, included a state-of-the-art indoor 
fi ring range, and it was hoped by members 
of the community that this might eventually 
be effective in reducing the noise.
 In answer to letters written the Mayor 
by two Island residents, Susan Strazzera and 
Barbara Dolensek, the Police Department 
responded by reporting that on Oct. 4, a 
meeting was held at Rodman’s Neck regard-
ing the sound-abatement project. Construc-
tion is scheduled tentatively to begin in 2006 
and will begin on the “Frank” range (there 
are six ranges in all). 
 Deputy Inspector Michael J. Hurley 
said that the “Firearms and Tactics section 
continues to adhere to the agreement be-
tween Mayor Michael Bloomberg and Po-
lice Commissioner Raymond W. Kelly cre-
ated in 2002 which established the days and 
hours fi rearms training is permitted.”

Rodmanʼs Neck Sound Abatement 
on Track Again

By BARBARA DOLENSEK

2006
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Watching the television news reports 
and reading newspapers about the devas-
tation wrought by Hurricane Katrina left 
Elliott Glick of Starving Artist Café and 
Gallery with a feeling of helplessness, an 
emotion felt by many who witnessed the to-
tal destruction of property and the painfully 
tragic loss of thousands of lives.
            “I wanted to make a difference some-
how. I wanted to do something,” Mr. Glick 

said. “Then I started to think that maybe we 
could use the music we got from New Or-
leans to give something back to them when 
they needed it.” So he organized “Music for 
Hope: A Concert for the Gulf States,” which 
took place on City Island’s Ambrosini Lit-
tle League Field on Oct. 1, from noon to 6 
p.m.
 Mr. Glick called the musicians who 
showcase regularly at his City Island coffee-
house gallery about the event. “Those who 
were available immediately volunteered 
to donate their time and musical talent, so 
listeners could contribute to help the Gulf 
States,” he said. “A few musicians even rear-
ranged their schedules to be there.” He also 
asked City Island teen James McGowan to 
bring younger bands to the outdoor stage.  
 Performing during the afternoon were 
the café’s regular acts, including singer-
songwriters Sam Leopold, Theresa Sareo 
and Matt Turk; jazz guitarist Lou Volpe; and 
rock-folk trio Bombshell, as well as City 
Islanders Dr. Chris Wertenbaker of the Port 
O’ Monkeys Spanish / Middle Eastern band, 
Lucille Rivin of the rock-folk trio Works in 
Progress and folk world legend Rich Meyer. 
Elliot Glick, himself a musician for more 

Music for Hope:  A City Island 
Concert for the Gulf States 

Photo By RICK DEWITT

City Islanders Evan Berent, John Valessio, James McGowan and Monica and Elliott 
Glick.

Photo by MONICA GLICK  

John McGowan and his niece Bridget 
put up the unique sign announcing the 
concert.

Photo by KAREN NANI

While forecasters and residents were keeping an eye on Hurricane Wilma, it veered 
off to sea and an unnamed northeast storm blew across the area on Oct. 24 and 
25, 2005. You could have gone surfing off the east side of Bowne Street with winds 
gusting close to 50 mph, while downed trees, like this one on Minneford Avenue, 
and flooding caused damage around the Island.  

NORʼEASTER, NOT WILMA

Photo by MONICA GLICK 

 The concertʼs finale featured (l. to r.): Theresa Sareo, Lucille Rivin, Sam Leopold, 
Rich Meyer, Elliott Glick and Matt Turk.

than 40 years, performed a song he wrote es-
pecially for these times.
 James McGowan played with his band, 
the Unemployed, along with John Mc-
Gowan, Ben Marcus, Tom Flynn and Chris-
tian Padagas. City Islanders John Valessio, 
Evan Berent and Stephen Lott—as the band, 
J.E.S.—were also part of the concert, along 
with punk-rock bands brought in by Mr. Mc-

Gowan: Future Society and Zombie Pit Crew. 
The afternoon even included a belly dancer, 
City Islander Miriam Vella.   
 Contributions collected that afternoon, 
just over $1,000, will be sent to Habitat for 
Humanity. It is still possible to make a do-
nation at the Starving Artist. “I have spoken 
with representatives of Habitat,” Mr. Glick 
said, “and they are already on the ground, 
trying to make a difference and help people 
get a home back.” 
 On his long list of “thank-yous,” Mr. 
Glick places at the top his wife, Monica, who 
helped him organize the event. He is also 
grateful to his brother-in-law Bill Yehle and 
his best friend Islander Marion Rosenfeld 
for all-day volunteering and so much more. 
Other Island volunteers included Pat Fusco, 
Debbie Martin, Barbara Ferrara, Carmen 
Mason, Bob Adams, Abby Adams, Chrislyn 
Paukowitz and Valerie Della Cerra.
 Sitting in the sunshine all day providing 

sound were City Island teens John Vales-
sio and Evan Berent, using power donated 
by Bob Carmody and the City Island Little 
League. Principal Amy Lipson of P.S. 175 
helped promote the event with all schoolchil-
dren by distributing fl yers about the concert. 
She even showed up to hear the sounds as 
well! A special thanks to the City Island The-
ater Group for the use of their chairs.
 Elliot Glick also wants to thank City 
Island businesses who contributed to the 
event: The City Island Diner (which sent 
much-welcomed sandwiches for perform-
ers and volunteers), the Black  Whale and 
Moe’s Deli and Mini Market. Thanks too to 
Olivia at City Island Cards for buying the 
colored Mardi Gras balloons to decorate the 
park for the day. A great big thanks to John 
McGowan for supplying the longest power 
cord ever seen, not to mention the innovative 
“Hurricane Relief” sign spelled out in plastic 
cups in the fence at the entrance of the park! 

Photo by RICK DeWITT

NEW LOCATION!NEW LOCATION!
126 Library Lane, Mamaroneck, NY 10543126 Library Lane, Mamaroneck, NY 10543126 Library Lane, Mamaroneck, NY 10543
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St. Maryʼs Carnival
To the Editor:
 On Oct. 15 and 16, St. Mary Star of the 
Sea Home School Association hosted our 
first annual Fall Carnival. The event was 
a grand success, and many members of 
our community and school family were in 
attendance. We would like to thank all of 
the people who came out and supported St. 
Mary’s. We hope everyone had a good time 
and enjoyed the rides, games and food.
 We would especially like to thank all of 
the parents and friends who helped by vol-
unteering their precious time. We express 
special gratitude to Father Michael, Mrs. 
Dennehy and the St. Mary Star of the Sea 
Parish Council for their constant support. 
Also a special thanks to Danny Pirraglia 
for allowing us to use his lot for parking.  
 We would like to thank our neighbors 
for their patience in tolerating confusion 
in the area caused by our event. We tried 
our best to create as little inconvenience as 
possible to the residents.

Many local businesses offered their sup-
port, as ride and game sponsors. Our spon-
sors were JP’s Restaurant, Artie’s Steak 
and Seafood Restaurant, Island Insurance, 
the Lobster Box Restaurant, City Island 
Pharmacy, All Pro Marine Contracting 
Corporation, Paladino Realty, Seafood 
City, Schuyler Hill Funeral Home, the 
Crab Shanty Restaurant and F. Ruggiero & 
Sons Funeral  Home.
 The money we raised will help provide 
needed upgrades to our school, but per-
haps the most valuable result of this event 
was to bring the community together. As 
partners with the parish, we hope to renew 
our faith community, and we look forward 
to holding many future events to continue 
building on this ideal.  
 All of our volunteers were valuable. 
However, we would like to take this time 
to recognize one person in particular. Tom 
McMahon’s support and hard work were 
invaluable. Thanks, Tom, for standing in 

Island Acts of Kindness
To the Editor:

As the afternoon of a very rain-soaked 
day was quickly drawing to a close, my car 
broke down in the middle of City Island 
Avenue. I was in front of the Manicure and 
Pedicure Salon and without a phone. 
 Although I have never been a patron, 
the salon staff was kind enough to let me 
use their phone, which I tied up for a long 
time as I waited on hold for a response 
to my request to be towed. My thanks go 
also to Dave Carman. Dave’s workday was 
over, and he didn’t have to come out on 
a road call, but he did. Dave is a master 
mechanic, and he is honest and a total 

CIVAC Reunion
To the Editor:

On Saturday, Oct. 8, 2005, a City Island 
Volunteer Ambulance Corps (CIVAC) 
reunion was held at the Stuyvesant Yacht 
Club. The night was a tremendous success, 
and everyone had a fantastic time being 
with old friends and looking at old artifacts 
and pictures. 
 The food, service and ambience at the 
Stuyvesant were fantastic, and the night 
went off without a hitch. One of the older 
CIVAC members said, “Tonight makes me 
feel 10 years younger than I really am!” 
This summed it up pretty well. We had 
a wonderful evening sharing old CIVAC 
memories and being with great friends. 

CIVAC Reunion Committee Members

Photo by RICK DeWITT

On Saturday, Oct. 8, 2005, a City Island Volunteer Ambulance Corps (CIVAC) reunion 
was held at the Stuyvesant Yacht Club. Many members of the organization, which 
served Islanders from 1972 to 1990, attended and shared photographs and memories. 
Shown above at the reunion are (front row, seated, l. to r.): Jean Warner, Virginia Gal-
lagher, Virginia Deich, Hy Cantor and John Ulmer. Second row: Dianne OʼSullivan, 
Regina Murphy, Georgia Mattinson, Claudia Deich, Kelly Saulnier, Moira Spencer, 
Connie Cantor, Vicky Lang, Ann Doyle and Anthony Piscazio. Third row: Billy Stuttig, 
Kathy Carlsen, Pat Murphy, Reverend Sue Chadwick, Linda Ulmer, Jan Alexander, 
Larry Saulnier, Kathy (Kate) Green, Joe Cozzi, Vin Warner, Scott Meyer, Leslie Deich 
and Chuck Butterworth. Back row: Russ Rasmussen, Steve Carlsen, Bill Clancy, Vin 
Warner Jr., and John OʼSullivan. Not shown: Debbie Deich, Pat Edelson, Jim Booth 
and Ann McIntyre. 

professional. He has excellent mechanics 
working for him in his service station on 
City Island Avenue. For 31 years, he has 
kept my motor vehicles in good, safe condi-
tion.
 I write this not simply to give kudos to 
Dave and the salon staff (no one is seek-
ing recognition or thanks for the help they 
provided in my emergency), but to point 
out that this special Island of ours is special 
because of the many amazing people like 
them who live and work here. There is a 
certain comfort, especially in these trou-
bling times, to know good people are in our 
midst. They provide good examples for us 
to be our best. Thank you all. 

Ann McGuire

the rain, loaning us your truck, your barbe-
cues and your sound advice and direction.

Thanks again to everyone for your support 
of St. Mary Star of the Sea School.  If any-
one would like to volunteer time for future 
events, please contact us through the school 
or e-mail stmaryhomeschool@yahoo.com.

Larry Saulnier
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130 Years and 4 Generations of Community Service

726 Morris Park Avenue
Bronx, New York 10462-3620

1 (718) 828-1800
Toll free 1 (888) 828-1800

732 Yonkers Avenue
Yonkers, New York 10704-2029
1 (914) 375-1400
1 (888) 375- 1400 Toll free

www.ruggieroandsons.comwww.ruggieroandsons.comwww.ruggieroandsons.com
after hours: (718) 885-2504after hours: (718) 885-2504after hours: (718) 885-2504

This firm is a family owned corporation whose only shareholders are 
Vincent & Robert Ruggiero - (NYC Dept. of Consumer Affairs)
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The City Island Theater Groupʼs Festival of One Act Plays wowed audiences in Octo-
ber. Here are (l. to r.) Lindy Tabano and William Kozy in “Sure Thing”; Rich Mason, 
Liz McIntyre and Patrick Mahoney in “This is the Title of the Play You Are Watching”; 
Eugene Kopman (sitting on bench) and Keith Trauceniek in “Zoo Story”; and Tom 
Smith and Bill Sheehan in “Buying an Ant.”

 The City Island Theater Group (CITG) 
recently presented its autumn production, 
“A Festival of One Act Plays,” their third 
one-act festival, held this year over two 
weekends in October. In keeping with the 
group’s mission, this year’s show featured 
an intriguing array of well-chosen plays that 
offered both humor and emotional depth. 
Part of what motivates the theater group to 
provide productions like these is to attract 
audiences that may not be aware just how 
great community theater can be. 
 “This is the Title of the Play You are 
Watching” was written and directed by the 
theater group’s own William Kozy. This 
play, Mr. Kozy’s fi rst, featured a psychologi-
cal twist on the emotions of a deranged Dr. 
Mahoney, played by Patrick Mahoney, who 
delivered a masterful performance as a mad 
doctor/delusional actor. Also starring were 
Liz McIntyre as his sidekick, Dr. McIntyre, 
and Rich Masotti as his wisenheimer patient, 
Rich, who tries to nudge him back from the 
margins of reality. As the play questioned the 
threshold of reality perception, it involved 
the audience as a participating element. The 
result was a winning production that set the 
bar for the rest of the plays. 
 The next performance, David Ives’s 
“Sure Thing,” was a delightful ride through 
the endless possibilities of a conversation, as 
Betty and Bill, two attractive singles played 
by Lindy Tabano and William Kozy, attempt 

to get to know each other on a lonely Friday 
evening in a New York City café. The can-
did quality of the actors’ performance drew 
the audience right into their conversational 
dilemma and revealed the beauty of comic 
timing. 
 “Buying an Ant,” directed by Con Gron-
dahl, was a hilarious rendition of a famous 
Monty Python act. The cast included Jo 
Heck and Anne Leighton as adorable, 
masked shop assistants, David Cook as the 
shop manager, Tom Smith as the customer 
and Bill Sheehan as Mr. Hartford. Each one 
demonstrated a powerful understanding of 
Monty Python humor and did a fantastic job 
bringing it to life on stage.
 “Restaurant Encounter” was a humorous 
satire written and directed by CITG member 
Patrick Mahoney, who also starred in “This 
is the Title of the Play You are Watching,” 
described above. Ed Incle and Margaret Ci-
offi  enthusiastically played the roles of John 
and Marcia in a story in which faithfulness 
is brought to the test. This was the fi rst time 
Mr. Mahoney showcased his plays, and it 
was a successful addition to CITG history. 
 “Zoo Story,” directed by Chris Mc-
Gowan, is a relatively well-known one-act 
tragedy by Edward Albee. It starred two very 
talented actors, Eugene Kopman as Peter, a 
well-dressed young man sitting on a park 
bench near the Central Park Zoo, and Keith 
Trauceniek as Jerry, a lonely drifter who 

A Festival of One Act Plays
By RACHEL LANICCI 

A Current Review draws Peter into conversation and, ultimately, 
a violent denouement. Mr. Trauceniek deliv-
ered a harrowing performance as he vividly 
portrayed a man betrayed by humanity, made 
all the more dramatic by the relatively pas-
sive demeanor of Mr. Kopman’s character.   
 As important as it is to have a good cast 
in a production, the festival would not have 
been nearly so successful without the great 
support of the backstage staff, which was 

made up of theater lovers like Carol Mc-
Cabe, who was both costume designer and 
house manager, stagehand Vicky Gruenler, 
set designer Dorothy Muccio, lighting tech-
nician Susan Velcheck and of course, Nick 
Sala, CITG president. The entire show was 
fabulous, and this series of plays was no ex-
ception; a wonderful way to wrap up yet an-
other successful season with the City Island 
Theater Group. 

A few years ago, the residents of Bowne 
Street, working with the City Island Civic As-
sociation, put up a strenuous fi ght against the 
development now known as Mariner’s Pointe, 
because it was constructed on landfi ll that had 
been deemed illegal and reduced the size of 
the street beach to a mere patch of sand. The 
development was reduced from 24 units to 
18, but it was eventually built over consider-
able protest, and by 2004 the 18 units were all 
sold and the developer had left the premises.
 Nowadays, however, the negative feel-
ings have dissipated as the neighborhood has 
incorporated the new residents into the com-
munity. Most of the newcomers are thrilled 
to be on City Island and live here full time; 
a few are retired but there are also a number 
of professionals, including an architect, an 
attorney, a schoolteacher and even a profes-
sional baseball player (now traded elsewhere, 
unfortunately). Some have already joined 
community organizations and have made the 
acquaintance of the Bowne Street neighbors, 
with whom they have worked to keep the 
street-end beach clean. 
 Unfortunately, they are also experienc-
ing the same types of trespassers that bother 

other Islanders who live at the ends of the 
side streets. They would like to devise a way 
to keep fi shermen, loiterers and others from 
trespassing on their private road, but as resi-
dent Gene Albarelle told The Current, they 
don’t want to remain aloof from City Island, 
as gated communities often are. Neverthe-
less, when fi shermen leave fi sh carcasses on 
their lawns and broken beer bottles on their 
driveways, they have reason to complain.
 On the other hand, Mr. Albarelle is quick 
to point out that the Mariner’s Pointe resi-
dents are all very happy with their new homes. 
They are not worried about northeasters and 
hurricanes, because the buildings have been 
constructed as if they were in Florida. The 
fi rst fl oor of each structure, which contains 
a garage and a storage facility, is built on a 
concrete frame supported by steel pilings. 
Because the walls are designed to blow out 
in severe fl ooding, the living areas above will 
remain intact. 
 This means, of course, that should City 
Island be affected by a violent storm, like 
those that have damaged other parts of the 
country, our new neighbors on Bowne Street 
should remain safe and sound.

New Neighbors on Bowne Street
By BARBARA DOLENSEK
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If you have a new business, or if your old business is If you have a new business, or if your old business is 
offering a new service, write to The Current, P.O. Box 6, 
City Island, NY 10464 by the 10th of the month.

 On view at the Focal Point Gal-
lery, 321 City Island Avenue, during the 
month of November, are recent works by 
Marguerite Chadwick-Juner. Originals as 
well as framed and matted prints will be 
offered. Throughout the month of Novem-
ber, “Kritters for Katrina” will also be 
available at Focal Point Gallery. These 
are hand painted and signed by Ms. Chad-
wick-Juner and can only be purchased by 
a donation made out directly to the Ameri-
can Red Cross. There will be an opening 
reception on Friday, Nov. 4, starting at 
7:30 p.m. For more information, call 718 
885-1403 or visit www.focalpointgallery.
com.
 The Starving Artist Cafe & Gal-
lery, 249 City Island Avenue, has a full 
autumn line-up of art and music. On Sat-
urday, Nov. 5, City Island resident Dr. 
Chris Wertenbaker and his band, Port O’ 
Monkeys, will perform Spanish, Middle 
Eastern and original music, starting at 8 
p.m. The following Saturday, Nov. 12, an 
exhibition of new artwork from Islander 
Mark Whitcombe opens with a reception 
from 3 to 6 p.m. That weekend is also 
“guitar lovers’ weekend,” with blues guitar 
on Saturday, Nov. 12, at 8 p.m., featuring 
Bennett Harris, and jazz guitar on Sunday, 
Nov. 13, at 3 p.m. with Lou Volpe. 
 Singer-songwriters fill the bill the fol-
lowing weekend: Sam Leopold on Friday, 
Nov. 18, 8 p.m.; Ken Cunningham, Satur-
day, Nov. 19, 8 p.m., and Theresa Sareo, 
Sunday, Nov. 20, 3 p.m. There will be 
another open mike night for singer-song-
writers (and there’s one every last Friday 
of the month) on Friday, Nov. 25, starting 
at 8 p.m. 
 Then, on Saturday, Nov. 26, Rubber 
Soul, the Beatles tribute band, returns—
after their sold out shows in October. 

Seats are already filling in fast; make your 
reservation for the two shows (6 p.m. and 
9 p.m.) NOW! We end November on a 
mellow note with the City Island Jazz 
Quartet, from 3 to 5 p.m. on Sunday, Nov. 
27. In early December, there’s jazz again as 
Islander Cameron Greenlee performs at the 
Starving Artist on Sunday, Dec. 4, starting 
at 3 p.m.
 For more on the schedule, including 
some additional scheduled performances to 
the end of the year, call 718-885-3779 or 
visit our Web site at www.starvingartiston-
line.com.
 Vilma and Daniel Yel have started a 
children’s development class at the Com-
munity Center called Vilma’s Music 
Together. The cornerstone of the program 
is to help children develop by experienc-
ing the music together with their parents 
(or caregiver). Some of the benefits of the 
program are to support speech develop-
ment and coordination and listening skills 
(which are the basis of all learning when 
they start attending school), as well as 
social skills. The program focuses on chil-
dren from birth through five years of age. 
There is no performance pressure; children 
are not required to sit still but are encour-
aged to respond spontaneously to the musi-
cal environment. The program includes 
singing, rhythmic chants, creative move-
ments (from finger-plays to large motor 
activities), musical expression and instru-
ment play (the play-along jam session is 
a lot of fun). The classes are entertaining 
for the kids and parents, but at the same 
time this is a high-quality research-based 
curriculum. Classes are held at the Com-
munity Center every Friday from 9:30 to 
10:15 a.m. or from 10:30 to 11:15 a.m. 
If you are interested or know someone 
who might be, call 718-882-2223 or visit 
www.vilmasmusictogether.com or e-mail 
info@vilmasmusictogether.com

J. J. Burck’s is now showing a video 
entitled “Winterizing Your Boat.” Learn how 
to protect your investment this winter. Stop 
in at 526 City Island Avenue and watch the 
40-minute tape. For more information, call 
718-885-1559. 

Donʼt forget to vote on Tuesday, Nov. 8, between 6 a.m. and 9 p.m. The City Island 
polling place is at P.S. 175, and this is what the ballot will look like (compliments of 
the Bronx County Republican Committee). 
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Photos by JOHN DENNEHY and LARRY SAULNIER

Islanders of all ages, including Conner Saulnier and Karl Thomas (top photo), en-
joyed the Ferris wheel and games at the St. Maryʼs Fall Carnival held the weekend of 
Oct. 15–17, 2005.  The event was organized by St. Maryʼs Home School Association 
and was a fun-filled success. Shown at the carnival are (bottom photo, l. to r.): Tina 
Ruggiero, Kelly and Larry Saulnier, State Senator Jeff Klein, Jane Dennehy and Bob 
Ruggiero. 

Text by Hugh Howard
Photographs by Roger Straus III
Rizzoli, $35.00

 What better book to curl up with on a 
chilly evening than a leisurely stroll through 
some lovely southern homes lived in by 
some of America’s greatest writers. Once 
again, the photographer-design team of Is-
land residents Roger Straus III and his wife, 
Doris Straus has captured an inviting sense 
of place in their new book, “Writers of the 
American South,” which includes a fi ne text 
by Hugh Howard.

 From William Faulkner in Oxford, Mis-
sissippi, to Shelby Foote in Memphis, Ten-
nessee, Mr. Howard and Mr. Straus offer 
us an intimate view of 22 literary stars by 
showing us their homes and describing how 
their sense of place has affected their work. 
 We learn that Ernest Hemingway would 
spend his mornings in Key West working 
on a novel and his afternoons out fi shing. 
Before “Gone with the Wind” made her a 
wealthy woman, Margaret Mitchell and her 
husband rented an apartment on Peachtree 
Street in Atlanta that she called the “Dump 
on Tight Squeeze,” where she wrote her fa-
mous book. And we visit Pat Conroy’s home 
in Beaufort, South Carolina, where his novel 
“The Great Santini” was both written and 
fi lmed.
 The text contains vivid descriptions of 
the writers in the context of their homes, in-
cluding interviews with living authors and 
information about which houses are open 
to the public. The photographs offer us both 
exterior and interior views of living and 
working spaces, many of them shown in the 
panoramic shots for which this photographer 
is well known. Happily, the book includes a 
number of gatefolds, which does justice to 
these spacious, horizontal photographs. 
 This handsome book would make a wel-
come gift to anyone on your list who enjoys 
both good books and good book making.

Writers of the American South: 
A Book Review

By BARBARA DOLENSEK

A Current Review

FULL DINNER MENU ALSO AVAILABLE

2005 Palmer Avenue
Larchmont, N.Y. 10538

Tel: 914.834.3831
Fax: 914.834.3805

memesbridal@aol.com

10% Discount for 

10% Discount for 

10% Discount for 

10% Discount for 

City Island 

residents.

Mention this ad.

City Island Deli
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Organization News
News on this page concerning organizations, and events listed in, are submitted by representatives of those organizations. 
A limit of 150 words is requested for all news items submitted. In most cases news will be edited and every effort will be 
made to preserve the substance of longer items. News and calendar events must be received by no later than the 20th of 
each month except December and July. If the 20th falls on a holiday or Sunday, the deadline is the 19th. Mail submissions 
to P.O. Box 6, City Island, NY 10464. YOUR NAME AND PHONE NUMBER MUST BE INCLUDED.

Current Calendar
NOVEMBER

Tues., Nov. 8, Election Day, 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. at 
P.S. 175, 200 City Island Avenue.

Tues., Nov. 8, Bronx Masons Blood Drive, 4 
to 8 p.m. at Trinity United Methodist Church, 
113 Bay Street. 

Thurs., Nov. 17, Community Board 10 meets, 
7:30 p.m., Lehman High School, 3000 East 
Tremont Avenue in the Bronx. 

Happy Thanksgiving

Thurs. Nov. 24, Thanksgiving Dinner, 2 to 5 
p.m., sponsored by Trinity United Methodist 
Church, 113 Bay Street. 

Sat., Nov. 26, POTS Program, St. Mary’s 
Schoolyard, Minneford Avenue and Kilroe 
Street, drop-off between 4:30 and 5 p.m. Menu: 
Cut-up turkey with rice.

Sat., Nov. 26, Christmas Tree Lighting and 
Carols, 7 p.m. at Hawkins Street Park, spon-
sored by the Chamber of Commerce. 

Tues., Nov. 29, City Island Civic Association 
meets, 7:30 p.m., Community Center, 190 
Fordham Street. 

DECEMBER

Fri., Dec. 2, and Sat., Dec. 3, Annual Christ-
mas Dinner and Fair, 2 to 8 p.m. on Friday, 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday, at Trinity United 
Methodist Church., 113 Bay Street. 

Sat., Dec. 3, Christmas Fair and Bake Sale, 
10 a.m. to 5  p.m. at Grace Episcopal Church, 
City Island Avenue and Pilot Street.

Chapter 318 AARP 
 AARP Chapter 318 meets the first and 
third Wednesday of the month at 1 p.m. 
at the Trinity Methodist Church, 113 Bay 
Street on City Island Avenue. Refreshments 
are served after the meeting. 
 Our next trip to Atlantic City is on Tues-
day, Nov. 15. The bus departs at 9 a.m. from 
113 Bay Street. For reservations, call Jean 
Ringel at 718-885-1479 or John Bonicoro at 
718-885-1844. 
 At our last meeting, Flo Bonicoro returned 
money to some of our members who had 
booked a trip to Mount Haven with us. 

Temple Beth-El
Temple Beth-El of City Island (at 480 

City Island Avenue, between Beach and 
Bowne Streets) is an all-inclusive egalitar-
ian, multiethnic Jewish congregation with 
Sabbath services on Friday nights at 7:30 
p.m.  Rabbi Shohama will lead the Kabbalat 
Shabbat service on Friday, Nov. 4. Cantor 
Elaine will assist her.
 A special family event for children will 
be conducted on Saturday, Nov. 5, at 9:30 
a.m. It will be led by our Rabbinic intern, 
Daniel Klipper. Then, at 10:30 a.m., Daniel 
will conduct our first spirituality service and 
Torah study workshop.
 On Monday, Nov. 14, Rabbi Shohama 
will lead her SHOHAM class for spiritual 
healing and meditation at 7:30 p.m. 
 “Learn to Read Hebrew by Hanukkah” 
classes will be conducted on Wednesdays 
(from 7:30 to 9 p.m.). Materials and classes 
are free to everyone, thanks to the National 
Jewish Outreach Program. Mort Ellis will 
lead the classes, beginning on Nov. 2.
 Yoga/ Tai-Chi classes continue every 
Thursday at 6:15 p.m. in November  (except 
on Thanksgiving). Led by Marc Kaplan, the 
exercises will leave you more flexible, more 
energetic and refreshed. For more informa-
tion, call Marc at 718-885-2445.
 Memorial plaques for your departed loved 
ones are now available. Visit our website at 
www.yourshulbythesea.org.

Bob Berent

Trinity United 
Methodist Church

We have a lot to report here at Trinity. 
Worship service and Sunday school are 
every Sunday at 10 a.m. and all are wel-
come. Children are encouraged to still attend 
school. It’s never too late to join in!
 The Budget Shop will be open on Tues-
day, Nov. 15, and on Saturday, Nov. 12 and 
26. The hours remain 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. All 
are welcome. We could still use volunteers 
for Tuesdays. If you are interested in volun-
teering, call Ellie Hebbard at 718-518-7241. 
 Trinity will hold its annual Thanksgiving 
Day dinner on Nov. 24 from 2 to 5 p.m. If 
you are interested in participating or would 
like to make a contribution (either food or 
money), please call Reverend Sue at 718-
885-1218 or Anne Cox at 718-885-2482. 
 Our Trustees’ communion breakfast will 
be held on Nov. 27. There will be a guest 
speaker, who will talk about organ dona-
tions. For more information, call Reverend 
Sue at 718-885-1218.
 Our annual Christmas Fair will be held on 
Friday, Dec 2, from 2 to 8 p.m. and Saturday, 
Dec 3, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. There will be 

Chapter 3303 AARP 

The Minneford Chapter, AARP 3303, 
held its annual fair in October. It proved 
to be another successful fair, both in atten-
dance and in member participation. We 
want to publicly thank everyone who helped 
make this fair a huge success. Special thanks 
to the various chairpersons and their com-
mittees for the wonderful job they all did. 
Funds derived from this fair will be donated 
to charitable, religious, educational, health 
and youth organizations in and around our 
community. Thanks also to the many City 
Islanders and friends of the chapter for 
attending the fair and helping us realize our 
goal. We also appreciate and thank all the 
vendors from City Island for their donations 
and contributions. 
 At this particular time of the year, the 
chapter urges all its members and elderly 
persons to get their flu shots as early as pos-
sible, before the flu season begins. Remem-
ber, Medicare will cover the cost of the flu 
shot. 
 On Thursday, Nov. 10, the chapter will 
sponsor a trip to the Mohegan Sun Casino. 
We will receive the package of the day and 
buffet lunch. We will all be trying our luck 
and hope to come home with some good 
news. Departure time is 8:30 a.m. 
 On Thursday, Dec. 15, the chapter will 
sponsor its annual Christmas celebration at 
the beautiful Davenport Beach Club in New 
Rochelle. Complete details will be forth-
coming. 
 Prices and details for the above events 
will be discussed at our meetings or call 
Tina De Cristofaro at 718-885-0865. 

Lucy Puglia

Garden Club News
The November meeting of the Garden 

Club will be on Monday the 7th at 10 a.m. at 
the City Island Yacht Club on Pilot Street.
 In October we did our fall clean-up and 
spring bulb planning in Hawkins Street Park 
and at the Brotherhood Tree in the Catherine 
Scott Memorial Promenade.

Gardening tip: Don’t mulch your peren-
nials until the ground starts to freeze. The 
best mulch materials are leaves, pine nee-
dles, straw and bark. Apply a layer of about 
three to four inches deep around the base of 
each plant, taking care to leave the plants 
enough room to breathe.

Phyllis Goodman

City Island Seniors 
This august group of seniors meets the first 

Tuesday of every month at the Trinity Method-
ist Church Hall. Thirty stalwarts were present 
at the Oct. 4 meeting. 
 The annual Christmas party will be held 
at the Lobster Box on Tuesday, Dec. 6. There 
will be a choice of several entrees, wine, soda, 
dessert and coffee. For those wishing to par-
ticipate in the grab bag, bring a gift valued at 
$5. Tickets for this gala event are $30. Make 
your reservations early by sending your checks 
to Island Seniors, P. O. Box 86, City Island, 
New York 10464; members ensconced at Pilot 
Cove can make their payment to Betty Fierro. 
 There will be a White Elephant Sale in the 
near future, but no final date has been set. 
 Coffee, tea and cake are served following 
the meetings. Volunteers are needed to help 
serve. We depend on those among us who like 
to bake. If you don’t, store-bought cake or 
cookies will suffice. The suggested contribu-
tion for this repast is $1. For those of you who 
like to gamble, bingo is played after the meet-
ings. 
 We were fortunate to have a speaker for the 
Nov. 1 meeting: Ms. Ellen Kolodney of the 
Attorney General’s staff. 
 There were two winners of the 50/50 draw-
ing at our October meeting. Both opted to 
donate their largess to the Island Seniors’ cof-
fers. 
 Since our membership is relatively small, 

City Island Nautical Museum
Please keep the City Island Nautical 

Museum in mind during the coming months. 
Send a check made out to the City Island 
Historical Society for $25 (family), $20 (indi-
vidual) or $10 (senior.junior) to PO Box 82, 
City Island, NY 10464. All gifts are tax-
deductible.
 Donate objects, maritime books and pho-
tographs that you come across in cleaning up 
your attic or that old closet. We can scan your 
family or school photographs and return the 
originals to you. We also need your advice and 
your money to help create new exhibits for the 
Community and School Rooms. 
 Come by some Sunday and see what we are 
all about and what you can do to become part 
of City Island’s history.

Tom Nye

Photo by ANGELO BELLOCCHIO

Cub Scout Pack 211 was chosen to be the honor guard at the Boy Scouts Silver Bea-
ver awards dinner held at the Harbor Restaurant on Oct. 6, 2005. The Silver Beaver 
is the highest award given to volunteers of Boy Scouts of America. The honor guard-
ians are shown above ( l. to. r.): Andrea Brown, Lee Brown, Daniel Green, Jack Green, 
Michael Bellocchio, Jonathan Nagy and Nicholas Bellocchio. These scouts had to 
recite the Pledge of Allegiance, the scout oath and the scout promise to a very large 
crowd of honorees. These young boys made their leaders very proud.

we have embarked on a membership drive. 
Unlike the local AARP chapters, there is no 
obligation to belong to a national organiza-
tion as a prerequisite. Dues next year will be 
$20, payable in two installments, to mitigate 
the impact on those of us on fixed incomes. 
 Bring a friend to one of our meetings or to 
the Christmas party. 

Russell Schaller

Thanks to James Vacca and an anonymous 
donation, we received a check for $1,924. 
 We have several trips planned for next 
year. For starters, we will be going over-
night to the Tropicana in February 2006. 
In March for St. Patrick’s and St. Joseph’s 
Days, we are going to Mount Hawley, 
Pennsylvania. 
  Our annual Christmas Luncheon will be 
held on Friday, Dec. 9, at the Lido on City 
Island. Our end-of-the-season luncheon 
was held there, and it was a huge success, 
so we booked it again. The chairperson for 
this luncheon is Florence Quinn. Please see 
her at our meetings to make your reserva-
tions.  

Marie Tirelli

a dinner on Friday from 5 to 7:30 p.m. and 
a luncheon on Saturday from 11:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. Hope to see you there! 

Anne Sill
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Announcements
FALL REGISTRATION FOR 

DANCE CONNECTION! Second 
through sixth grade registration for jazz/
tap combo class now going on. Thursdays 
after school. Call Linda at 914-576-5515. 

NEW CLASS: Small Potatoes—Cre-
ative Cooking for Kids,  Join our fall pro-
gram for six sessions. Call Gina for more 
information at 845-531-5011.
  NEW CLASS: Learn Spanish! An 
introduction to Spanish for kids ages three 
to five. $80 for an eight-week session. Call 
Alexandra Guzman at 646-796-6200 to 
register.

NEW CLASS: Next Generation 
Yoga for Kids. If interested, please call 
Jodi Komitor at 212-595-9306.

Ongoing Events
Monthly Meetings of the board are 

held on the first Tuesday of each month at 
7:30 p.m. in the main room of the Com-
munity Center, 190 Fordham Street. All 
members are encouraged to attend.

Teen Center: Saturday evenings 
beginning Sept. 17 from 8 to 10 p.m. 
Please call Jay Howard at 718-885-2192 
for more information. 

Belly Dancing With Nadia. Fridays 7 
to 8 p.m. Call Nadia at 718-885-9660 for 
more information. 

Juggling for Fun, Health, Relaxation 
& Focus: Tuesdays from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
Class is $10 per session with a 10 percent 
discount for each additional family mem-
ber. There will be a one-time equipment 
fee of $15.

Girl Scouts/Boy Scouts: For informa-

For additional information about the Community Center, 
or if you are interested in conducting classes here please 
call 718-885-1145.

tion call Grace Nagy at 718-757-1338. 
Registration for fourth-grade Girl Scouts 
will be held in October.

Beginner Knitting Classes for all 
ages! Thursdays, 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. Call 
Carol at 718-885-3190 for more informa-
tion.

Dance Classes, Jazz/Tap for Grades 
2–6: Thursdays after school. Call Linda at 
Dance Connection, 914-576- 5515.

Millennium Babies Playgroup: A 
free playgroup open to moms with babies 
and/or pre-school children. Call Brenda 
Prohaska at 718-885-9040 for more infor-
mation.

Irish Dance: The Deirdre O’Mara 
School of Irish dance teaches step dancing 
in a fun, competitive environment for all 
ages. A confidence-building and cultural 
experience for all who participate. Call 
Deirdre at 201-679-1450.

Adult Tap Classes: Tuesdays, 7 to 8 
p.m. Call Corinne Grondahl at 718-309-
8041.

Photography Classes: For adults and 
teens. Call Ron Terner at 718-885-1403 or 
inquire at Focal Point Gallery, 321 City 
Island Avenue. 

Aerobics Classes: Sundays, 9 to 10  
a.m.; Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 9 to 
10 a.m., and Wednesday 7 to 8 p.m. Baby-
sitting available Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday mornings. Call Mary Immediato at 
718-885-0793.

Chess Club: Monday evenings from 7 
to 11 p.m. For ages 13 and up. No need to 
register, just show up!   

Learn Spanish! Eight-week sessions, 
Tuesdays from 1 to 2 p.m. Call Alexandra 
Guzman at 646-796-6200 for more infor-
mation.

Small Potatoes-Creative Cooking 
for Kids: Thursdays. Call Gina for more 
information at 845-531-5011.

Vilma’s Music Together: Music 
and movement for children, newborn 
through age five, and the adults that love 
them! Fridays from 9:30 to 10:15 a.m. 
or 10:30 to 11:15 a.m. For more infor-
mation, call 718-882-2223, visit www.
vilmasmusictogether.com or e-mail to 
info@vilmasmusictogether.com.

Amy Gottlieb-McElroy

Europe, earning many medals and decora-
tions.
 If you know of anyone on active duty, let 
us know. Christmas is not far off, and it is 
our custom to send those in service a token 
of our appreciation. I can be reached at 718-
885-2087.
 The Oktoberfest was a great success. The 
main dish was a roast pig prepared by Gene 
Valesio. I’ll have more on this feast in my 
next newsletter.
 A little tidbit for you WW II buffs. Rosie 
the Riveter, a WW II character created to 
inspire women working in defense, was 
Rosina B. Bonavita, who with a coworker 
riveted 3,345 rivets on the wing of a Grum-
man Avenger in six hours.

Russell Schaller

Grace Episcopal Church
Here is what is happening at Grace Church 

during the month of November.
 On Sunday, Nov. 6, we will celebrate the 
Feast of All Saints and the Commemoration of 
All Faithful Departed. If you have a loved one 
whom you would like remembered at the altar 
on All Saints’ Sunday, please call the Parish 
Office at 718-885-1080 by Friday, Nov. 4.
 Also on Sunday, Nov. 6, at 12 noon we will 
hold the Pampered Chef Fund-raiser Show in 
the Parish Hall. All are invited to join Brenda 
Prohaska for a demonstration of Pampered 
Chef products available for sale. Proceeds from 
the event will support the mission of Grace 
Church.
 On Wednesday, Nov. 23, at 6 p.m. there 
will be a special Thanksgiving service. Please 
join us on the eve of Thanksgiving for a simple 
service of Holy Communion and thanksgiving 
for all of God’s blessings. Everyone is warmly 
invited to attend.
 On Sunday, Nov. 27, at 10 a.m., Grace 
Church will join Trinity Methodist Church for 
Holy Communion, followed by breakfast and a 
speaker in the Trinity Parish Hall. Please note 
that there will be no service at Grace Church on 
Nov. 27.
 Grace Church has an outreach mission to 
make the Parish Hall a center for activities 
and services that are of interest to residents 
of City Island. Your suggestions and ideas are 
welcome. There are many talented, creative 
people in the Church fellowship and in the City 
Island community, and the church would like to 
help them share their ideas and activities with 
others. Some ideas include quilting, needlec-
raft, painting and drawing, bread-making, bak-
ing, scrap-booking, crafts, journal writing and 
much more.
 Programs already in place at the church 
include a weekly Bible Study, a book discus-
sion group, AA meetings, evening prayer, and 
Reiki energy therapy. We are also the home of 
the City Island Theater Group.

Please send your ideas and suggestions to: 
Ann McGuire, c/o Grace Episcopal Church, PO 
Box 131, City Island, NY 10464. You may also 
call 718/885-1080, or email RevPPA@aol.com.

Joe Nixon

Legion News

We celebrate a number of important holi-
days during the month of November. Nov. 8 
is Election Day, and as the old adage has 
it: “Vote early and often.” Nov. 11 is a very 
important day for veterans; formerly known 
as Armistice Day, it marked the ending of 
World War I, a.k.a. the Great War. It was 
on the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th 
month that hostilities came to an end. To pay 
homage to the veterans of all wars, it was 
officially dubbed Veterans’ Day in 1959. 
 Thursday, Nov. 24, we celebrate Thanks-
giving Day to commemorate a feast held 
at Plymouth in 1621 by the colonists and 
Wampanoag Indians, who gave thanks to 
God for a good harvest. According to (deeply 
suspect) local folklore, Islanders and a band 
of Siwanoy Indians gathered at Rat Island 
for a clambake that same year. Although the 
Indians are long gone, Post 156 still holds the 
annual clambake each year to perpetuate the 
event.
 The annual pumpkin sale was all but 
washed out, but Buddy Pontecorvo, Post 
quartermaster, came to the rescue by offering 
to sell the gourds at his store until Hallow-
een. 
 A number of events are scheduled for 
November. Sunday, Nov. 6, will be the 
Throggs Neck Veterans’ Day parade. March-
ers are to muster at the Post at 10:45 a.m.
 Thursday, Nov. 10, the Bronx County Mil-
itary Ball will be held at Greentree Restaurant 
in New Rochelle. Tickets for this sumptuous 
event are priced at $60.
 On Veterans’ Day, Friday, Nov. 11, the 
troops will muster at 10 a.m. and  proceed, 
at double time, to the Pelham Grove, where a 
ceremony befitting the occasion will be held.
 The Servicemen’s Dance will be held Sat-
urday, Nov. 19, at 7 p.m. at the Post. The usual 
fare of chicken, pork and vegetables will be 
served. Drinks and dessert are included, and 
D.J. Ray will provide music. Tickets for this 
annual event are $30. Call General (ret.) Rob-
ert Mennona on extension 2595.
 Meetings for November are: Monday, Nov. 
7 and 21, regular meetings, with an executive 
meeting on Monday, Nov. 14.
 At our Oct. 17 meeting, a new member, 
Core Meyer, was accepted into the fold.
 Mike Treat informed us that we reached 
100 percent membership for the year 2005. 
Good job, Mike.
 We all mourn the passing of Anthony 
Mirabito. He was a first lieutenant with Gen-
eral Patton’s Second Armored Division during 
WW II. Anthony was a very modest man who 
shunned accolades. I asked him several times 
if I could write an article about some of his 
exploits, but he always refused to cooperate. 
He fought in the five major campaigns in 
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Baseballʼs Best
For those of you who already miss the 

excitement of this most recent baseball 
season, there is a plethora of films that can 
be satisfying to watch. The best and most 
famous of the classic baseball biographies 
is Pride of the Yankees (1942), which stars 
Gary Cooper as Lou Gehrig, first baseman 
for the New York Yankees in the 1920s 
and 1930s. When Gehrig’s mother became 
ill, he signed with the Yankees to pay her 
medical expenses and became known as the 
“Iron Man” of baseball, playing in more 
than 2,100 consecutive games. Tragically, 
he contracted amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, 
later known as “Lou Gehrig’s Disease,” a 
deadly neurological affliction, and had to 
give up the game. This film has one of the 
most memorable finales in all sports mov-
ies. 
 Mental illness is the culprit in the moving 
baseball drama Fear Strikes Out (1957). It 
stars Anthony Perkins as Jimmy Piersall, 
who is literally driven mad by his father’s 
(Karl Malden) insatiable vicarious desire 
to see Jimmy play for the Boston Red Sox. 
Always unable to please his father, Jimmy 
finally makes the team but the pressure is 
too great for him. He eventually suffers a 
mental breakdown and a difficult recovery 
in this powerful psychodrama.
 Those interested in lighter fare can con-
sider the baseball musical Take Me Out 
to the Ball Game (1949), in which vaude-
villians Dennis Ryan (Frank Sinatra) and 
Eddie O’Brien (Gene Kelly) spend their 
summers playing semiprofessional baseball. 
When their team is inherited by K.C. Hig-
gins (Esther Williams), she decides to man-
age it herself. Sparks fly, of course, along 
with a lot of fine singing and dancing.
 Paul Douglas stars in the fantasy comedy 
Angels in the Outfield (1951), portraying 
Guffy McGovern, the cantankerous man-
ager of the last-place Pittsburgh Pirates. He 
curses a lot, 1950s style, so all the audience 
hears is wonderful gibberish. He becomes 
the focus of reporter Jennifer Paige (Janet 
Leigh) and is aided by the Angel Gabriel, 
who helps the team in answer to the prayers 
of an adorable orphan, Bridget (Donna 
Corcoran). This delightful film was remade 
in 1994 with Danny Glover in the manager’s 
role. Although it is not as good as the origi-
nal, the new version is fine for kids.

Everyone has heard of The Bad News 
Bears (1976), and it is, in fact, a descrip-
tive term now for children’s sports, espe-
cially baseball. This movie, which probably 
defined the formula, stars Walter Matthau as 
a man “hired” to coach a Little League team 
in California (because they couldn’t get a 
parent willing to do it). The kids teach him 
that cheating is wrong. 

Major League (1989) is literally a major 
league version of the formula film. The 
owner of the Cleveland Indians wants atten-

dance at the stadium to fall so low that she 
can break her contract with the city and 
move the team to Florida. So a bunch of 
losers are recruited. The individual char-
acters raise this very funny film above the 
ordinary, thanks to Wesley Snipes (again), 
Tom Berenger, Corbin Bernsen and Charlie 
Sheen (as a pitcher called “Wild Thing”).  
 One of my favorites is the witty, intelli-
gent, sexy, non-formula film Bull Durham
(1988). It stars Kevin Costner in his best 
movie role ever as wise, intelligent, patient 
Crash Davis, a catcher in the Carolina Base-
ball League, who is hired to mentor a wild 
rookie pitcher named Nuke Laloosh (Tim 
Robbins). Susan Sarandon is Annie Savoy, 
a baseball groupie who picks one player a 
season to “team up” with. This love triangle 
is the heart of the film, but love of the sport 
is also a significant aspect of this wonderful 
adult comedy. What goes on at a pitcher’s 
mound conference is a classic, not-to-be-
missed scene.
 Costner’s love of baseball continues in 
the 1989 fantasy Field of Dreams, in which 
he portrays farmer Ray Kinsella, who hears 
a voice that tells him: “Build it and they will 
come.” So, with the full support of his wife, 
Annie (Amy Madigan), he builds a baseball 
diamond in the middle of his Iowa cornfield. 
The outstanding supporting cast includes 
James Earl Jones as Terrance Mann, a reclu-
sive writer; Burt Lancaster as a doctor who 
made an interesting choice as a young man; 
Ray Liotta as Shoeless Joe Jackson; and 
Timothy Busfeld as Annie’s disbelieving 
brother-in-law. 
 Another of  my favorites is Little Big 
League (1994), which stars Luke Edwards 
as Billy Heywood, a boy who inherits 
the Minnesota Twins from his grandfather 
(Jason Robards) and decides to take over as 
manager of the team. Edwards does a fine 
job of portraying Billy as a smart kid who 
ultimately starts to buckle under the pres-
sure of his career. But he reminds the play-
ers about having fun, and everyone learns 
not to take life so seriously. The film also 
boasts the participation of real-life players 
Kevin Elster, Lou Piniella, Randy Johnson, 
Dave Magadan and Ken Griffey Jr. in a 
scene-stealing performance.
 And until next time, happy viewing. . . 

Enrollment is up and spirits are soaring. 
SMSS is alive and doing well. 
 With the help of several dedicated par-
ents, the new Home-School Association 
is under way, and many great plans are in 
progress. The main goal is to help students 
learn while they are having fun. The first 
sponsored event was the Scholastic Book 
Fair, which lasted for a week, with one 
night opened to the community. It was a 
great success, and the students have been 
reading voraciously.
 Over the weekend of Oct. 14–16, for the 
first time in many years, St. Mary Star of 
the Sea School sponsored a Fall Carnival. 
Despite a Friday night rain-out, Saturday 
and Sunday were very successful. The 
Home-School Association sponsored the 
fair, which consisted of rides, games and 
great food. Thanks are due to all who came 
out to support this fun-filled event. 
 On Friday, Oct. 21, the students, faculty 
and staff spent the day at the Bronx Zoo. 
This annual trip is sponsored by the office 
of the Bronx Superintendent of Schools. 
Students from Pre-K through Grade 8 spent 
the day on a scavenger hunt prepared by 
the fifth-grade teacher, Mrs. Audrey Cab-
bell-Delgado. The students will incorporate 
their zoo trip into their ELA/Science cur-
riculum. 
 Halloween was in the air at St. Mary’s, 
and the entire school took part in a door-
decorating contest. After a morning of 
theme lessons, students gathered in the 
gym to begin the Halloween festivities, 
which included a costume parade around 
the parish grounds. Then everyone returned 
to the gym for a party with food, games, 
scary stories, singing and dancing. Mrs. 
Dennehy served as judge for the school-
wide Halloween writing and art contest.
 First Friday Mass will be celebrated on 
Nov. 4 at 9 a.m. Everyone is invited to join. 
The Catholic High School Entrance Exam, 
known as TACHS, will be given on Nov. 
10. School is closed on Nov. 11, in obser-
vance of Veteran’s Day. The annual Turkey 
Bingo will be held on Friday, Nov. 18, at 
7 p.m. This is a wonderful night for the 
whole family, and all are invited to come. 
On Nov. 22, school will once again host 
a Mission Awareness Day Fair, complete 
with crafts, foods and games. All proceeds 
will be donated to the Red Cross to help 
the victims of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. 
School will be closed on Nov. 24 and 25 in 
observance of Thanksgiving.
 “The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe” 
is creating quite a stir at SMSS. This clas-
sic C.S. Lewis fantasy will come to the 
big screen in December; in the meantime, 
grades 3 to 8 will read the book through 
a shared literacy program guided by Mrs.  
Angela Mueller, our resident staff devel-
oper. The project will culminate in a special 
evening event consisting of a preview video 
and several presentations from experts on 
the novel. After pizza and popcorn, the stu-
dents will go to the movies and watch this 
beloved fantasy come to life on its opening 
day.
 The year has only just begun but every-
one has been very busy. Anyone with 
questions about the programs is welcome 
to stop in at any time or you may call the 
principal, Mrs. Jane Dennehy, at 718-885-
1527.

Public School 175

The kindergarten children are work-
ing on improving their phonics and their 
reading, writing and math skills. They 
are discussing the history and meaning of 
Thanksgiving and look forward to celebrat-
ing this wonderful feast with their fami-
lies.
 The first-graders are adjusting nicely to 
their daily routines and are working in their 
reading community and learning how to 
tell time.
 Grade 2 is being introduced to chapter 
books. In science class the students are 
learning about the sun; they will focus on 
sunrises and sunsets, and on time, such as 
hours and days of the week, and how it 
changes. They are working on autobiogra-
phies in the writer workshop course, and 
in social studies they will learn about com-
munity workers.
 The third-graders are engaged in their 
first International Day project. They are 
also working on measurements and are 
busy reading nonfiction books.
 On Oct. 20, Grade 4 went to historic St. 
Paul’s to take part in a reenactment of the 
Battle of Pell’s Point. In the beginning of 
November the students will visit the Bar-
tow-Pell Mansion Museum to learn more 
about early residents of the Bronx.
 The fifth-graders love working with 
exponents and squaring numbers. They are 
studying the parts of a plant through scien-
tific experiments and have also started their 
test prep for the state exam.
 The sixth-grade students are enjoying 
their math and science classes this year 
and are benefiting from the use of a Smart-
Board in learning about scientific equip-
ment. They are also involved in a study of 
prehistoric humans. 
 Grade 7 is reading “The Outsiders” by 
S.E. Hinton. The students will study the 
characters’ traits and will be asked to create 
a new cast of characters in the culminating 
project for the book.
 The eighth-graders are reading and ana-
lyzing “The Pigman” by Paul Zindel.
 The children in grades K through 8 have 
been scheduled for another intensive year 
of computers. They have been introduced to 
the Windows operating system and Micro-
soft Word, a word-processing program. 
Once again, there will be great emphasis 
on information and computer literacy. It is 
essential that all students have a New York 
City Public Library card because they will 
be needed for future assignments.
                                     

St. Mary, Star of the Sea
 The 2005–2006 academic year at St. 
Mary, Star of the Sea School has made an 
excellent start with enthusiastic students 
and faculty. Many new families have been 
welcomed to the school community, and 
any new students are City Island residents. 



The Island CurrentNovember 2005ber 2005ber Page Eleven

STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP 
MANAGEMENT AND CIRCULATION 

(Required by 39 USC. 3685)
 1. Title of publication: The Island Current.
 2. Publication No. 114-590.
 3. Date of filing: October 1 2005.
 4. Frequency of Issue: Monthly, except January and 
August.
 5. No. of issues published annually: 10
 6. Annual subscription price: $10.00
 7. Complete mailing address of known office of 
publication (Not Printer): 724 King Avenue, Bronx, N. Y 
10464.
 8. Complete Mailing Address of Headquarters or 
General Business Office of Publisher (Not Printer): 724 
King Avenue, Bronx, N.Y. 10464.
 9. Full names and complete mailing addresses of 
publisher, editor, and managing editor (This item MUST 
NOT be blank): Publisher, The Island Current, Inc., P.O. 
Box 6, Bronx, N.Y 10464; Editor, Karen Nani, 724 King 
Avenue, Bronx, N.Y 10464; Managing Editor, none.
 10. Owner (if owned by a corporation its name 
and address must be stated and also immediately 
thereunder the names and addresses of stockholders 
owning or holding 1 percent or more of the total amount 
of stock. If not owned by a corporation, the names and 
addresses of the individual owners must be given. If 
owned by a partnership or other unincorporated firm, 
its name and address, as well as that of each individual 
must be given. If the publication is published by a 
nonprofit organization, its name and address must be 
stated.) (Do not leave blank.): The Island Current, Inc.
PO. Box 6, Bronx, N.Y. 10464.
 11. Known bondholders, mortgages and other 
security holders owning or holding 1 percent or more of 
total amount of bonds, mortgages or other securities (if 
there are none, so state): None.
 12. For completion by nonprofit organizations to 
mail at special rates (Section 423.12, DMM only) The 
purpose, function, and nonprofit status of this organiza-
tion, and the exempt status for Federal Income tax pur-
poses: Has not changed during preceding 12 months.
 13. Publication Name: The Island Current.
 14. Issue Date for Circulation Data Below: Sept. 
2005.
 15. Extent and nature of circulation:
 a. Total No. copies printed (Net Press Run).: Aver-
age No. copies each issue during preceding 12 months: 
2,000. Actual No. copies of single issue published near-
est to filing date: 2,000.

 b. Paid circulation:
  1. Sales through dealers and carriers, street 
vendors and counter sales: Average No. copies each 
issue during preceding 12 months: 826. Actual No. 
copies of single issue published nearest to filing date: 
870.
  2. Mail Subscriptions: Average No. copies 
each issue during preceding 12 months: 360. Actual 
No. copies of single issue published nearest to filing 
date: 364.
 c. Total paid circulation (Sum of 15b(1) and 15b(2): 
Average No. copies each issue during preceding 12 
months: 1186. Actual copies of single issue published 
nearest to filing date: 1234.
 d. Free distribution by Mail, Samples, Complimen-
tary, and Other Free Copies: Average No. copies each 
issue during preceding 12 months: 43. Actual No. cop-
ies of single issue published nearest to filing date: 44.
 e. Free Distribution outside the Mail (Carriers or 
Other Means): Average No. copies each issue during 
preceding 12 Months: 300. Actual No. copies of single 
issue published nearest to filing date: 300.
 f. Total Free Distribution (Sum of 15d and 15e):
Average No. copies each issue during preceding 12 
months: 200. Actual No. copies of single issue pub-
lished nearest to filing date: 200.
 g. Total Distribution (Sum of 15c and 15f): Average 
No. copies each issue during preceding 12 months: 
1,386. Actual No. copies of single issue published near-
est to filing date: 1,434.
 h. Copies not distributed:
  1. Office use, left over, unaccounted spoiled 
after printing: Average No. copies each issue during 
preceding 12 months: 174. Actual No. copies of single 
issue published nearest to filing date: 121.
  2. Returns from News Agents: Average No.
copies each issue during preceding 12 months: 93.
Actual No. copies of single issue published nearest to
filing date: i. Total (Sum of 15g, 15h(1), and 15h(2)—
should equal net press run shown in a): Average No.
copies each issue during preceding 12 months: 2,000.
Actual No. copies of single issue published nearest to
filing date: 2,000.
 16. Percentage Paid and/or Requested Circulation 
Average No. copies each issue during preceding 12 
months: 87%. Actual No. copies of single issue pub-
lished nearest to filing date: 87%.
 17.1 certify that the statements made by me above 
are correct and complete Karen Nani, Editor.

For City Island landlords and tenants, 
the heating season is upon us once more. 
Commencing Oct. 1 and continuing through 
May 31, landlords must provide heat as fol-
lows:
 • Between 6 a.m. and 10 p.m. when the 
outside temperature falls below 55 degrees, 
the heat must register at least 68 degrees in-
side.
 • Between 10 p.m. and 6 a.m. when the 
outside temperature falls below 40 degrees, 
the heat must register at least 55 degrees in-
side.
 • Hot water must register at or above a 
constant of 120 degrees from the tap all day 
every day, 365 days a year.
 The foregoing guidelines are the bare 
minimum the landlord must provide, and 
rent obligations may be abated if a tenant 
can prove the landlord’s non-compliance. 
Generally, temporary reductions in heat or 
hot water that are promptly repaired and 
documented will not result in an abatement 
in rent.  If a tenant has a heat or hot water 

complaint, he or she may contact the Heat 
and Hot Water Complaint Line by dialing 
311; of course, the tenant has the obligation 
to give the landlord access to inspect and re-
pair any problems, as necessary. There is no 
entitlement to an abatement in rent without 
proof of notice of the complaint to the land-
lord, or his agent, as the case may be.
 If a landlord has been fi ned by the De-
partment of Housing Preservation and De-
velopment for failure to provide heat and 
hot water as required by statute, after curing 
the problem, he or she may be entitled to a 
waiver of the fi nes by attendance at “heat 
school” classes provided by the City. Further 
information is available on the New York 
City website (www.nyc.gov) and on the Web 
sites or in person at Housing Court (www.
courts.state.ny.us) or the Division of Hous-
ing and Community Renewal (www.dhcr.
state.ny.us.).
 Any questions related to this article 
should be directed to 212-829-0535.

Heating Season for Rentals
By LINDA L. KORDES, ESQ.

ANIMAL ISLAND

COTTAMCOTTAM

Mary J. McDonnell, Esq.
Attorney at Law
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From one end of City Island to the other, pets were blessed during the celebration of 
the feast of St. Francis of Assisi. Deacon William Mueller of St. Mary, Star of the Sea 
Church and Reverend Patricia Alexander of Grace Episcopal Church imparted bless-
ings on many Island creatures great and small.
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Joyce Hickey
Joyce Hickey, a resident of City Island 

for nearly half a century, passed away on 
Oct. 2, 2005.
 Joyce and her husband, James Hickey, 
and their four children moved to City Island 
in 1960. She loved and treasured her family 
and friends, animals, and her life on City 
Island. 
 While her children attended St. Mary, 
Star of the Sea School, Joyce was extremely 
active in the PTA and supported and partici-
pated in school activities and functions. She 
had a warm heart for the teaching staff at 
St. Mary’s and took true delight in helping 
them in any way they needed. Joyce driving 
with Sr. Constance, both of them beaming 
with smiles, was a common sight on City 
Island in those days. 
 Joyce was an exuberant believer in com-
munity and encouraged her children to 
participate in school and local activities. 
Her commitment to City Island was dem-
onstrated by her financial support of all the 
Island’s community organizations and her 
letter-writing campaigns, which helped pre-
vent the proposed amphitheater at Orchard 
Beach and tried to help control the noise 
pollution from planes flying in to LaGuar-
dia Airport. She did all this while dedicat-
ing herself to working at the Lido, Anna’s 
Harbor and the Lobster Box for many 
years. 
 Everyone was family to Joyce. She wel-
comed everyone into her home with warmth 
and love and had a magical way of making 
people feel special, peaceful and at home. 
Her front door was always unlocked “just 
in case someone needed a place to stay.”  
 Joyce Hickey leaves her children Jimmy, 
Jay, Janet and Jackie and  her granddaugh-

The Current will print obituaries free of charge upon 
notification by a member of the deceasedʼs immediate 
family. Call 885-0760 or write to P.O. Box 6, City Island, 
NY 10464, including your telephone number.

ter, Jocelyn.
 Her wish was that donations be made to 
the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation 
in honor of her granddaughter, Jocelyn, who 
was diagnosed with the disease on March, 
27, 2005. For information about how to 
donate: go to www.jdrf.org or cal 1-800-
533-CURE (2873).
 A memorial service was held on Satur-
day, Oct. 29 at Trinity Methodist Church 
and she was laid to rest next to her husband 
in Pelham Cemetery on City Island.

Anthony Mirabito
Longtime City Island resident Anthony 

Mirabito passed away on Oct. 6, 2005. He 
was 86.

Anthony was born on Jan. 13, 1919, in 
the Bronx, the son of Salvatore and Vin-
cenzia Mirabito. He graduated from DeWitt 
Clinton High School and New York Univer-
sity with a degree in accounting. 
 In 1941 Anthony entered Officers Can-
didate School, where he successfully com-
pleted 90 days of extensive training and 
graduated as a second lieutenant. Early in 
1942 he was assigned to an armored divi-
sion and was soon on his way to England. 
From 1942 to 1945, he was a first lieutenant, 
platoon leader, in the Second Armored “Hell 
on Wheels” Division, which spearheaded 
General Patton’s Third Army from Nor-
mandy to Germany. 
 Among Anthony’s myriad decorations 
were the Silver Star, Bronze Star, Pur-
ple Heart, Presidential Unit Citation and 
European, African, Middle Eastern Ser-
vice Medal. His unit was in the five major 
campaigns in Europe, including Normandy, 
Ardennes and the Rhineland. 
 Anthony returned to civilian life follow-
ing his discharge in 1946 and embarked 
on a successful career in accounting. As a 
CPA, he had his own business for 50 years. 
His offices were located on the Grand 
Concourse and on Eastchester Road in the 
Bronx. He cultivated a clientele among 
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many Island residents and local business 
people. 
 After his marriage to his wife, Jean, the 
couple moved to Reynolds Street, where 
they raised three sons, Anthony Jay, Robert 
and Michael. They were further blessed with 
five grandchildren, Katie, Andrew, Michael, 
Rachel and Zachary. 

Anthony was a member of the American 
Legion Leonard Hawkins Post 156. Con-
tributions can be made to the Post in his 
memory. 
 Following a funeral mass on Oct. 10 at 
St. Mary, Star of the Sea Church, Anthony 

was interred at Pelham Cemetery on City 
Island.  
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By JOHN SHERIDAN  and MARIA SUTHERLAND

Whatʼs in a Name?
What do Windmill Street, Queen Place 

and Cemetery Lane have in common? If 
you know, you may be entitled to an all-
expenses-paid night on the town, includ-
ing dinner and drinks at a local restaurant 
where honorary clam-digger status will 
be conferred upon you in a special cer-
emony to commemorate the occasion. 
Windmill Street, Queen Place and Cem-
etery Lane are all the former names 
of current City Island streets. Windmill 
Street was Belden Street in the days when 
windmills were still a realistic option for 
power. Queen Place was what we call 
Reville Street, and Cemetery Lane was 
our Tier Street.
 A look at some of the old maps avail-
able for viewing at the City Island His-
torical Society’s Nautical Museum (and 
elsewhere) reminds us that Carroll Street 
and Hawkins Street were Prospect and 
Orchard, respectively. Orchard Street was 
the name given by one David Schofield 
because it was the path that led to the 
orchard on the Schofield family prop-
erty. And Orchard Street it remained for 
at least 100 years, until 1950, when it 
became Hawkins Street. It is not as clear 
when Main Street became City Island 
Avenue, but we’re willing to speculate 
that it happened about the same time City 
Island was annexed from the town of Pel-
ham to the City of New York in 1895. 
 The history of the many City Island 
street names, old and new, is accessible 
to all in John McNamara’s “History in 

Asphalt: The Origin of Bronx Street and 
Place Names”. In our copy we learned of 
at least two streets—Crab Lane and Pond 
Place—that are no longer with us, and 
another—Billar Place—that may or may 
not survive still, at least in part, as the 
section of Fordham Place that connects 
Fordham and Hawkins Street. There was 
a Mr. Billar, it seems, who ran the post 
office on City Island when it was up the 
Fordham Street hill, near the old P.S. 17 
building. 
 Rereading History in Asphalt reminded 
us of the story about President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt’s unsuccessful bid to get 
the name of the Hoover Dam changed 
to Roosevelt Dam. He must have fig-
ured, we guess, that because the massive 
federal project was finally being com-
pleted during his administration, it was 
an appropriate thing to do. The people 
didn’t agree, however. Apparently, the 
Hoover appellation had been around long 
enough to make it too hard to forget. And 
so Hoover Dam it was and still is. 
 The connection to City Island is as 
follows: Hawkins Street Park is not the 
official Parks Department name for what 
most of us City Islanders have always 
called Hawkins Street Park. Officially, it 
is known as Memorial Park, although we 
recently became aware of the “Hawkins 
Street Sitting Area” sign put up by the 
Parks Department. Is this another case 
of the government ultimately conceding 
victory to the public’s perception? How 
much influence does the public actually 
have in deciding these things?
 On the other hand, Pelham Cemetery 
is, in name anyway, alive and well. And 
this in spite of an apparent grass-roots 
effort to shake the Island’s ties to Pelham 
once and for all and to change the name 
to Fordham Cemetery. But it did not catch 
on. The sign in front says it all loud and 
clear. 
 If you have something to add to some-
thing you read here, please do not hesitate 
to to share it with us at jdsstrat@msn.
com.

Certified Public Accountants
 •Certified Audits   •Financial Statement Preparation

 •Income Tax Preparation  •IRS Representation
•Year Round Tax Planning

98-20 Metropolitan Ave., Forest Hills, NY 11375
Phone (718) 268-9226   Fax (718) 575-3955

On City Island
44 Hawkins Street (by Appointment Only)

Phone (718) 885-1648

NATHAN & ROCCAMO

“We offer free“We offer free
pickup and
delivery”

OWNED AND OPERATEDOWNED AND OPERATED

BY A 
CITY ISLAND RESIDENTCITY ISLAND RESIDENT

TowBOAT/U.S.
City Island
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KEYBOARD PLAYER AVAILABLE: I play smooth KEYBOARD PLAYER AVAILABLE: I play smooth 
and gentle music for special events. References 
available. Call Diana at 718-885-2091.  _____________________________________
PHOTO RESTORATION: Take old photographs 
and have them restored like new. Copies made 
from negatives or prints. Framing available as 
well. Call Ron 718-885-1403.______________________________________
SAILBOAT FOR SALE:  Mfr. OʼDay 4 HP Out-
board.  New sails 2000. Spinaker. Spare Rudder. 
Electric bilge pump.  12v battery.  Extras.  Winter 
storage paid for.  Asking $7,000 or best offer. 
Call Harry 718-885-2184.______________________________________
SUSAN RIOS, CSW  Certified psychotherapist.  
Offices in Manhattan and on City Island. 212-
360-6928,  718-885-3156.  Individuals, couples, 
family therapy, adolescents. Completely confi-
dential.  Insurance reimbursable.____________________________________
PERSONAL TOUCH OF LOVE PET CARE: 
Specializing in felines, plant care, mail retrieval.  
If you are looking for someone who cares, call 
me.  Yolanda, a friend to all creatures.  718-
885-3128.______________________________________
OPEN HOUSE.  City Island Exclusive Listing.  
Saturday, November 5, 2005 12-4 pm. Large 
traditional one family brick home, 4 bedrooms, 
dining room, entrance hall, custom kitchen, 
hardwood floors, full bath, stained wood trim 
finished basement area with kitchen and bath 
with shower, laundry and storage area, large 
garage, 50x100, plenty of storage!  List price 
$699,000.00. Call for location. Atlantic Emeritus 
Realty 718-885-0088.____________________________________Realty 718-885-0088.____________________________________Realty 718-885-0088.
PROFESSIONAL BARTENDER: Mature, expe-
rienced, female bartender for hire.  Let me take 
some of the stress out of your next holiday party.  
Available for private parties, catered affairs.  
Flexible hours, reasonable rates. Call Debbie at 
718-885-3430. ______________________________________
THEREʼS A COMPUTER GURU right in your 
neighborhood. City Island resident with over 25 
years of computer experience can repair any 
software or hardware problem. Instruction avail-
able for all new PC owners. I even make house 
calls. References available. Call “Joe, the Com-
puter Guy”, 718-885-9366.  ______________________________________
FOR SALE: 2 EXERCISE MACHINES.  1 rowing 
machine and one Abdo-Er with video. $25.00 
each or $45.00 for both.  Call 718-885-2184. ______________________________________
TELEPHONE JACKS/WIRING installed and 
repaired. Private houses, businesses, apart-
ments.  Fast, reasonable,clean.  Call Ed 718-
885-3183._____________________________________
DRIVING LESSONS  given daily. Cars for road 
tests. Permit questions free.  Special attention 
to nervous people.  JoRae Auto School. 718-
325-0494.______________________________________
LEARN DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY:   Photoshop 
7 or black and white photography, developing 
film, printing, camera techniques. Call Ron 718-
885-1403.______________________________________
TUTORING: TACHS, Latin, Elementary sub-
jects, S.A.T., S.A.T. II Lit., S.A.T. II Writing, 
P.S.A.T., S.S.A.T., help with term papers. Call 
Alice Rotello 718-885-0764.______________________________________
RENOVATIONS:  Sheetrock-taping& painting, tile 
work, carpentry,portico.  Call Joe 718-885-9366.______________________________________work, carpentry______________________________________work, carpentry,po______________________________________,po
BURCKʼS HAS: Rakes, trash bags,caulking,window 
and air conditioner covers.  Master/Visa.  526 City 
Island Avenue Bronx, NY 718-885-1559.______________________________________
BURCKʼS HAS knives, flasks, cigarette cases, 
gift certificates.  Master/Visa. Customer parking 
526 City Island Avenue Bronx, New York 718-
885-1559.______________________________________
TARPS, COVERS: Waterproof for boats, 
pools,wood piles,lawn furniture.  Customer park-
ing.  Burckʼs 526 City Island Avenue Bronx, NY 
718-885-1559._____________________________________
CHRISTMAS TOYS?  Burckʼs has fresh Dura-
cell, Panasonic batteries.  Low prices. Stock up .  
526 City Island Ave. Bronx, N.Y. 718-885-1559.______________________________________526 City Island Ave. Bronx, N.Y. 718-885-1559.______________________________________526 City Island Ave. Bronx, N.Y. 718-885-1559.
CAPTAINS!  Burckʼs is your boat winterizing 
headquarters.  See us for all your supplies.526 
City Island Avenue Bronx, New York 718-885-
1559. ______________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
FINE ART PORTRAITS: Studio on City Island.
More than 30 years of photographic experience.  
Call Ron Terner at 718-885-1403.______________________________________
CITY ISLAND APARTMENT FOR RENT:  4-1/2 
rooms, 2 bedrooms. Walk -in.  New appliances, 
close to beach and park. (914)238-3374.______________________________________close to beach and park. (914)238-3374.______________________________________close to beach and park. (914)238-3374.
OH PIDDLE DʼPOO:  Sun, rain, snow, hail, we 
show up for your pal.  Private walks, dog/cat 
house sitting.  Excellent references. 1-646-316-
6089.______________________________________
PIANO LESSONS:   Lifetime experience teach-
ing children and adults.  My home on a Steinway 
Grand Piano.  Flexible hours.  Call Diana 718-
885-2091.______________________________________
FOR SALE: Exclusive Listing. Large mixed use 
Brick building on City Island Avenue.  2 Sepa-
rate renovated 2 bedroom apartments above 
commercial space with finished basement, 
excellent condition, central location, List price 
$850,000.00. Call for location Broker-Atlantic 
Emeritus Realty 718-885-0088.______________________________________Emeritus Realty 718-885-0088.______________________________________Emeritus Realty 718-885-0088.
CITY ISLAND SHIRTS:  Are you a Clam Dig-
ger, Mussel Sucker or just like our Bridge?  T-
Shirts and Sport Shirts in 5 City Island designs.  
www.CityIslandClamDigger.com or call 718-885-
2519.______________________________________
CITY ISLAND COTTAGE FOR RENT: Wonder-
fully charming and very private.   Kitchen, full 
bath and loft.   914-522-6800.______________________________________
AVON REPRESENTATIVE:  Avon is not just cos-
metics.Jewelry,clothes,vitamins, videos, com-
plete line of childrenʼs gifts, toys and more. Ask 
for catalog. Call Emily 718-885-2430.___________for catalog. Call Emily 718-885-2430.___________for catalog. Call Emily 718-885-2430.___________________________for catalog. Call Emily 718-885-2430.___________________________for catalog. Call Emily 718-885-2430.
THE HOLIDAYS ARE COMING!   Pampered 
Chef gift certificates available.  Plenty of stock-
ing stuffers!  Plan a party and earn Free Gifts!  
Call Ginger at 718-885-1718.______________________________________
REWARD: Lost!  Close to PS 175.  Anthony 
Ambrosiniʼs watch. Sentimental value. Gold 
faced, black band.  Anxious for return. Call 718-
885-2447.______________________________________
SECRETARY WITH 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
available to write and type cover letters and 
resumes.  Manuscripts/transcriptions a specialty.  
Emergency assignments welcome. Please call 
(718) 885-3518.______________________________________
CITY ISLAND 3 BEDROOM HOUSE FOR 
SALE:  Nice yard. Richard Duryea Real Estate 
212-697-4570 / 718-885-1244.______________________________________
WIDOW TO WIDOW: Join a mutual support 
group for very special people.  ( Not a bereave-
ment group).  Call Helen @ 718-885-3104. ______________________________________ment group).  Call Helen @ 718-885-3104. ______________________________________ment group).  Call Helen @ 718-885-3104. 
I BUY OLD BOOKS and some not so old. Call
John for appointment. 718-885-1822. Appraisals 
and search service available.______________________________________
ARENA PAINTING:  Painting, Drywall, Carpentry.  ARENA PAINTING:  Painting, Drywall, Carpentry.  ARENA P
Quality work done for reasonable prices.  Free 
Estimates.  (347) 275-2755, City Island, New York._________________________________
MASSAGE THERAPY in the privacy of your 
home. Gift certificates, references avail-
able. John Raimondi, L.M.T. 718-885-0619.______________________________________

After an extensive nine-month search, 
the Bartow-Pell Mansion Museum has 
found a new executive director: Ms. Alex-
andra Parsons Wolfe of Douglas Manor, 
New York. Ms. Wolfe was hired by of the 
International Garden Club, which has man-
aged the property since 1914, in partner-
ship with New York City’s Department of 
Parks & Recreation. 
 Ms. Wolfe is very excited about her 
new post at the Bartow-Pell Mansion Mu-
seum, which interprets the lifestyle of its 
19th century occupants through an im-
pressive collection of important New York 
furnishings and decorative arts. She has a 
master’s degree in historic preservation 
from Columbia University and has consult-
ed with historical societies and architecture 
fi rms for the last three years. 
 She has prepared numerous reports, 
spoken at conferences, and provided re-
search for exhibitions. Her most recent and 
extensive work was for the Society for the 
Preservation of Long Island Antiquities, a 

not-for-profi t advocacy and education or-
ganization dedicated to improving stew-
ardship of historic properties in the Long 
Island region. 
 Before working in historic preserva-
tion, Ms. Wolfe designed and fabricated 
stained-glass windows. Her studio’s spe-
cialty was restoration and new design for 
historic houses. Ms. Wolfe’s work in de-
sign stems from her undergraduate train-
ing in the fi ne arts at the Cooper Union 
for Advancement in the Sciences and Art. 
She brings an artist’s sensibility and under-
standing to the management of a museum 
whose structure is as signifi cant as its con-
tents.
 The Bartow-Pell Mansion Museum in 
Pelham Bay Park is a designated National 
Historic Landmark with a history that dates 
to the fi rst English land grants of 1666. It is 
also one of 22 New York City historic sites 
that operate as house museums. The man-
sion dates to the 1840s and is executed in 
the Greek Revival-style, the only remain-
ing example of the 300 hundred estates that 
once graced the Pelham Bay area. 
 The mansion and its immediate 
grounds were rehabilitated by the Interna-
tional Garden Club in 1915–18 using the 
architectural fi rm of Delano and Aldrich 
(preeminent designers of numerous gold 
coast estates of the early 20th century). 
Since virtually no alterations have oc-
curred since then, the detailing and plan 
of the original house are essentially intact. 
The fi rm’s most visible work can be found 
in the landscape: a graceful walled terrace 
garden with a sunken fountain behind the 
house that is well maintained and open to 
the public. 
 Ms. Wolfe looks forward to using her 
skills in preservation planning, along with 
her experience in architectural history and 
the decorative arts to further the interpre-
tation of this important New York historic 
site. The museum provides guided tours on 
Saturdays and Sundays for a fee of $5 per 
person ($3 for students and seniors, and 
free for children under six).

BARTOW-PELL MANSION NAMES 
NEW DIRECTOR

Photo Courtesy of JASON HEGT

State Senator Jeff Klein announced that Islander Lawrence (Larry) Berger was 
awarded a four-year, full-tuition scholarship to SUNY Maritime College in Throggs 
Neck, where he is currently enrolled. Senator Klein nominated Larry and one other 
Bronx student for the scholarship through the Cadet Appointment Program created 
by the State Legislature to help attract qualified individuals interested in the Mari-
time Regiment of Cadets and the applicable license programs. At the announcement 
on Sept. 30, 2005, Cadet Berger is shown with Senator Klein (right), college presi-
dent Vice Admiral John Craine (left), and his proud mother and younger brother. 
Anchors aweigh, Cadet Berger!
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Happy anniversary on Nov. 8 to Hor-
ton Street’s Lorraine and Ducky Rauhaus-
er.  And happy birthday to their son-in-law, 
Paul Nani, who celebrates on Nov. 15. It’s 
a party month in the Rauhauser-Nani fam-
ily. Enjoy!
 Congratulations to Matthew Cioffi  of 
Minneford Avenue; he turns six years old 
on Nov. 26. We love you and wish you all 
the best. Hugs and kisses from Grandma 
Marlene and Grandpa Tony, Mom and 
Dad and Stephanie.
 Happy 18th birthday wishes go out 
to Bay Street’s Bobby Swieciki, who will 
celebrate his big day on Nov. 12.
 And happy birthday wishes to Vinnie 
Plaeger on Nov. 13.
 Best wishes for continued happiness 
to Bay Street’s Marlene and Tony Cioffi , 
who will celebrate their 45th wedding an-
niversary on Nov. 5.
 Happy 19th wedding anniversary 
wishes on Nov. 8 to Bob and Diane Car-
mody,  with love from Mom, Kelly and 
Bob.
 Happy Nov. 8 birthday across the 
miles to Michael Torres, who is living in 

Photos by RICK DeWITT

This yearʼs Island Halloween celebration marked the return of the Haunted House at 
the City Island Community Center nautically dubbed “Hellʼs Gate.” Once again, the 
Halloween parade drew a large crowd of costumed marchers, although the parade 
route had to be confined to the sidewalks because of a police investigation at Scho-
field Street, where a shooting allegedly took place earlier in the day.  AER Realty 
sponsored the annual parade, and prizes were donated by several generous Island 
businesses. In spite of the confusion, the weather cooperated and the costumes were 
terrific. A wonderful City Island tradition marches on. 

HELLʼS GATE: HALLOWEEN ʻ05 Japan.
 Happy seventh birthday on Nov. 3 to 
Lily Kolb, with love from your family.
 Belated happy birthday on Sept. 19 to 
Chase Bank’s Alma Olivo and congratula-
tions to her colleague at the bank, Annette 
Gonzalez, who gave birth to a baby girl, 
Amelia, on Sept. 1.
 Congratulations to former Islander 
Robert McPherson, who is the subject of a 
fi ve-page illustrated story about boat repair 
in the magazine “Good Old Boat.” 
 And a very happy Thanksgiving to all 
our readers, neighbors and friends.

Maria Swieciki

Artworks By
MARGUERITE CHADWICK-JUNER

An Exhibition At 
Focal Point Gallery

321 City Island Avenue
Nov. 4-30, 2005

Kritterz for Katrina
These and other adorable kritterz 
hand-painted by the artist will be 
available at Focal Point Gallery 
during the month of November. 

They can only be purchased with 
a direct donation to

The American Red Cross.
Suggested donation: $10-$20.

Late Breaking News

 As The Current went to The Current went to The Current
press, an alleged shooting inci-
dent occurred at Schofi eld Street 
and City Island Avenue causing a 
police investigation that limited 
the scope of the Halloween Pa-
rade. More information will be 
available in the next isse.


